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named after an island with historical
significance on Lake Champlain—was
launched in 2011. Not only has it proven
more efficient, it has resulted in enor-
mous cost savings for his department
and others throughout Vermont that
have since adopted it.

But perhaps most important, Chief
Schirling has been a leader in under-
standing the importance of community
policing. He stepped up foot patrols
around the neighborhoods, stressing
the importance of public engagement.
He hosted community outreach events,
including barbeques and monthly cof-
fee sessions. He developed data-driven
policing efforts to track the hot spots
for crime. He implemented a street
outreach program in coordination with
the local mental health agency. The
list goes on, but it is fair to say that
the work of Chief Schirling will leave
its mark on our State’s largest city for
many years to come. Chief Schirling
recognized the value of 21st century po-
licing long before we heard the term.
For these reasons, I have often called
on Chief Schirling to share his experi-
ence and ideas in testimony before the
Senate Judiciary Committee. His guid-
ance on issues of critical importance,
including his support for the Bullet-
proof Vest Partnership Program, has
been invaluable over these years.

Chief Schirling and the Burlington
Police Department recently marked
the 150th anniversary of the depart-
ment, and I was grateful to be a part of
that celebration. As he prepares for re-
tirement, I have no doubt there is an-
other chapter for Chief Schirling still
to be written. I will eagerly await his
next move.

———

LGBT VETERANS MONUMENT AT
LINCOLN NATIONAL CEMETERY

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, this Me-
morial Day weekend, as our country
remembers and honors those who have
served America, a national cemetery in
Elwood, IL, will make a distinguished
mark on our Nation’s history. Lincoln
National Cemetery will become home
to the Nation’s first monument hon-
oring fallen Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
and Transgender, LGBT, veterans.

A recognition of our fallen LGBT
service members is long overdue. This
monument serves as a testament to
those members of our military who
have shown devotion to their country
in the eyes of discrimination. It is in
their memory that we move toward a
more just and equal future.

The monument comes nearly 4 years
after the repeal of Don’t Ask Don’t
Tell. With repeal, our country took a
step to move past the prejudices of the
past and toward a day when all Ameri-
cans can serve the country with hon-
esty and pride. This monument recog-
nizes that service with a fitting dedica-
tion that reads:

Gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender peo-
ple have served honorably and admirably in
America’s Armed Forces. In their memory
and appreciation of their selfless service and
sacrifice this monument was dedicated.
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This monument serves as a reminder
to all of us that it is our job to envi-
sion and create a more just and equal
nation where there are no prerequisites
to serve your country. All of our
servicemembers join the military to
serve America and make the world a
better place. We must honor that serv-
ice by making sure we continue to up-
hold those values of equality and jus-
tice at home that they have fought for
abroad.

——
COMMEMORATING NORTH CARO-
LINA’S VETERANS AND
SERVICEMEMBERS

Mr. BURR. Mr. President, this Me-
morial Day weekend is the 56th anni-
versary of Charlotte Motor Speedway’s
annual tribute that brings together
more than 110,000 guests to celebrate
our military patriots and reflect on
their service and sacrifice. This event
has remained one of the largest mili-
tary recognition initiatives on Memo-
rial Day weekend for more than five
decades, honoring members of our
armed services, veterans, Medal of
Honor recipients, and remembering our
fallen. This year’s celebration con-
tinues their longstanding tribute by
showcasing military aircraft in a patri-
otic flyover, infantry and artillery ex-
hibits, ground demonstrations of our
Nation’s military strength, and a 21-
gun salute to our fallen.

Our servicemembers courageously
stand between America and those who
would do us harm, volunteering to
make the ultimate sacrifice to preserve
freedom. I commend all of those in the
racing community for their continued
support and annual tribute to our men
and women in uniform.

————

RECOGNIZING HOMEFRONT
HEROES

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, May
is recognized as National Military Ap-
preciation Month. In addition to a time
when we honor the men and women
who wear our Nation’s uniform, we
must also remember our military fami-
lies who make tremendous sacrifices.

These husbands and wives support
our troops at home, during training
missions and deployments. Military
spouses are essential to the wellbeing
of our service members and the
strength of our national defense. We
honor them with a special day hon-
oring their role—National Military
Spouse Appreciation Day.

Arkansas is home to thousands of
military personnel. Their spouses are
the homefront heroes who serve our
country out of uniform. I asked Arkan-
sans to share the roles their spouses
play in their military career. I want to
highlight some of the ways Arkansas
National Guard spouses support their
partners’ call to service.

MSG Tracy Onassis Hayes and her
husband, Cedric, have been married
just over 1 year. Master Sergeant
Hayes says her husband had no idea
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what he was getting into when he mar-
ried a soldier. He has had to deal with
the early mornings, late nights, and
long weeks of her being away from
home all while taking care of their 15-
year-old son Ke’cy and making certain
he gets to school, practice and all his
other events while Master Sergeant
Hayes travels out-of-State for training.
He also makes sure the family pets are
well cared for all while maintaining a
traveling choir of over 30 children.
Master Sergeant Hayes shared with
me:

He makes it look easy. My husband’s sup-
port of the past year has made serving a
whole lot less stressful. I am very thankful
for his love and support. He is my hero.
Thank you Cedric for your commitment.

Naomi Howard is familiar with mili-
tary life as the daughter of CW4 Arthur
Troy. The military also paved the way
for her love connection to her husband
SFC James Howard. The couple met
after James attended the Employer
Support of the Guard and Reserve,
ESGR, briefing given by Naomi upon
his return from deployment to Egypt.
The couple spent the first 14 months of
their marriage apart while James was
deployed with the HHC 39th IBCT to
Iraq.

In 2004, the couple settled into a rou-
tine life in Cabot, AR, with James serv-
ing on Active Guard/Reserve duty, and
Naomi working as a civilian at the Na-
tional Guard Bureau Professional Edu-
cation Center. In 2007, James deployed
to Iraq again and was away from home
for more than 1 year. James told me:

During this time Naomi did an amazing job
raising four young children on her own.
Since then, Naomi has continued working at
the National Guard Bureau’s Professional
Education Center and supporting me in my
continued military service. Being in the
military requires long hours and time away
from home, yet my wife has continued to
support me, more than I could have ever
imagined.

Not only is she a strong support for
her husband and children, but she is
doing this all while working and at-
tending college as a full-time student.
She was named to the Central Baptist
College President’s List for Fall 2014
for maintaining a 4.0 GPA. ‘‘She
juggles more than I could ever imagine
and she excels at doing so,” James
said.

Wanda Thomen has been married for
28 years to Deputy Commander CPT
Rex Thomen of the 61st CST/WMD and
is a mother of two children, Myranda
and Phelan. Wanda served as an active
duty airman and was honorably dis-
charged in March 1998. Her prior serv-
ice experience helps her to understand
both sides, as a servicemember and as a
spouse. She previously served as presi-
dent of the Auxiliary of the National
Guard Association of Arkansas whose
motto is ‘“The Other Half.” She also
worked as the 39th Infantry Brigade
Combat Team Family Readiness Sup-
port assistant. She has been supportive
during deployments, injuries, illness,
and everyday activities as her husband
continues his military career and
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